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ENGLISH HISTORICAL TVRAGS 


AY it pleaſe this Honour- 
able Aſſembly, to take in- 
to their conſideration , the 
great milchicfes and incon- 
veniences that have hapned 
unto this Kingdome , Fd 

moſt eſpecially ſince the firſt yeer of his Ma- 

jeſties Reigne , by the exporting of Gold 
and Silver into Forrcigne parts, to the inc- 
ſtimable damage of the Common- wealth;by 
the great abuſcs of many Gold-Smiths and 
others, in culling and (orting the heavie cur- 
rent Coines of this Kingdome , totheend 
to tranſport or melt down the fame ; andin 
buying and ſelling Goldand Silver abovethe 
price of the Mint ; by-which meanes they 
tore-ſtall the Mint, and with the Gold and 
B St- 
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Silver thus bougt, for the moſt part furnifh 
Merchants and others to tranſport the ſame, 
bing ether the ſpecies and .pecces of For- 
reinge Gold and Silver,or thecurrent Coins 
of Gold and Silver of this King4ome. 

Which Offences being of a high and tran- 
ſcendent nature, and ſuch as by the Judpe- 
ment of Parliament , 5 Richard 2. chap. 2 
tend to the ruine and deſtruction of the 
Common-wealth ; for which cauſes all for- 
mer ages have beca very carctull to prevent 
thee miſchuctes. 

And nevertheleſſe the: covetouſheſſe of 
many men hath been fuch, that. notwith- 
ſtanding all thelc Laws and feverall procee- 
dings, and Sentences had and given againſt 
them in an extraordinary way inthe Court 
of Star-chamber ; They have of late yeeres 
tranſported ſo much Gold out of the King- 
dome, that as 1t is credibly conceived by 
thoſe that pay and. receive. great ſummes of 


money, there is not the tenth part of the 
Gold 
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Gold left,that was ii the Stock of this King- 
dome m the beginning of lisnow Majeſties 
Reigne, ſo that ournew and old Gold: 1sten 
times more plentifull in France and in Flan- 
ders than it is with us in ow to the un- 
ſpeakable loſſe of this Km 

That in the Ninth, Tenth ws Eleventh 
yeer of his now Majcſtics Reigne, His MI- 
zeſtie being informed, and taking notice of 
the plenty of Engl 'Goldand Coines cur» 
rent'in France, and ofthe abuſes and diſor- 
ders above mentioned, befallmg the Coyne 
and Bullion of ciplomopad taking the 
fame 'into'ſerious. conſideration, by the 
advice of His Privie Councell directed, that 
the tranſporters of Gold or-Silver ,: themel- 
ters down of the:current; Silvet Coynes of 
this Kingdome | the buyers and:{&lers' of = 
Gold and' Silver at 'above the price of 
the Mint ,- their. Agents Infteuments-and 
Afﬀiſtants-, > ſhould» with? a)l - diligence 
be - found" and--fevetcly :puniſhed;]) ac- 
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cording to the Laws: which care of His (and 
thoſe that endeyored thercin ) neverthe- 
leſſe for ſome time tooke no eftet: and not - 
wirhſtanding it was generally conceived and 
underſtood ( as the truth was )) that great 
quantiries of Gold were weekly carried in- 
to France; yet were the Inſtruments uſed 
therein {o tew and ſecret, and the wayes 
and means for the tranſporting the ſame fo 
cunningly and cloſely contrived, that the 
{ame could not either by the intercepting 
of Letters, or by the Merchants or Factors 
Books of accompts,or the Books of theGold- 
Smiths ( as formerly it had been 1n the caſe 
of the Dutchmen, about the ycer 1618. )be 
found out or diſcerned,for the Letters were 
for the moſt part written in Cyphers and 
CharaQters, and ſublcribed and ſigned by 
ſtrange and unknown names , and yet well 
known to the Factors and Correſpondents; 
and for the contents of the Letters, they 
niide mention of Needles, Blades, Gloves, 
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Ribbon, roles of Tobacco, and ſuch like things 
'to be ſent over, and meant by thoſe names: 
and for the accompts, the {ame was entred 
in the accompts kept of Exchangers,ſo that 
no man upon peruſall of luch Books, could 
finde any other thing mentioned but Bills of 
Exchange : others kept double accompts; 
and ſuch as had been lefſe warie and cloſe, 
preſently upon the firſt report of the firſt 
that was queſtioned touching tranſporta- 
tion, cancelled and defaced all ſuch Books 
as could any wayes manifeſt their dealings in 
the ſame ; and though divers Merchants 
Books of accompts were ſeized on , by or- 
der from the Lords of the Privic-Councell, 
and under Examination in the Hands of 
SF. Fobn Bankes His Majeſties then Attorney 
Generall , M*. Diconſon and M*. Trumball 
then Clerkes of his Majeſties Councell, and 
divers Others, yet nothing could be proved 
by their Bookes. 

Now His Majeſtic and the Lords finding 
B 3 that 
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that the abuſes and offences above mentio- 
ned, were acted by , and paſſed through fo 
many hands, and grown to ſuch a height chat 
the lame could not be reformed without ex- 
emplaric puniſhment, and conſidering the 
diſcovery and proſecution of all offences of 
this nature ſo ſecretly and cunningly contri- 
ved as aforelaid, would very hardly ( if at 
all ) bediſcovered and found out with any 
diligence of ſuch as were not acquainted 
with the {aid contrivances: 

Hereupon this Declarant, being by ſome 
detefted before the Lords of His Majeſtics | 
Privie Councell, to be a tranſporter of Gold 
and Silver, and therefore ſuffered a long im- 
priſonment ( with perill of his life,and loſſe 
of much of his eſtate, abroade and here ) was 
by His Majeſtte and divers Lords of the {aid 
Councell commanded and cnjoyned to at- 
tend and profecnte in this buſinefle of tran- 
ſportation of Gold, for the ſerviceof His Ma- 
| jeſtic and the Common-wealth ;' for which 
he 
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he was to reccive his enlargement, with pro- 
muſe of his Pardon. 

And: further, to more encourage him 
therein, a promile m his Majeſtiesna'e was 
declared by the then Lord Keeper Cxven- 
try, M". Secretary Cooke;and other officers of 
State, that this Declarant, befideshis enlarge+ 
ment and pardon, thould alwell have fatis- 
faction of \uch money as he ſhould expendin 
the diſcovery and proſecution of Delin- 
* quents for the {oreſaid oftences, asalfo tore- 
ceive a reward for his time taken and ſpent 
in this {crvice, out of the Fincs of ſuch De- 
linquentsasſhouldby other teſtnnoniesthen 
of this Declarant be proved tobe offenders: 
Upon which Commands and Promilcs of the 
Kings Majeſty,and topreſerve and keep him- 
(elte from the evills then depending on him , 
he undertooke this ſervice,as S*. John Banks 
now chicte Juſtice of his Majeſties Court of 
Common Pleas, S*. John Cooke, beſides divers 
others of honour and quality, very well 
know. And 
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And thereupon this Declarant attending 
his Majeſties faid Attorney aſwell with ſuch 
names as this Declarant had preſented tou- 
ching the premiſes, as with 1uch as ſome 0- 
thers had named for tranſporters; ſoon after, 
his Majeſties ſaid Attorney,22 June 1 1%.Car. 
filed a Bill in the Star-chamber againſt divers 
perſons that had offended touching the pre- 
miſes and after,the 30"of the ſaid June,ano- 
ther Information wasexhibitedagainſtother 
oftenders in the Star-chamber. 

That both theſe Informations were pro- 
ſecutedin the Star-chamber, and brought to 
ſentence by the great care and diligence of 
his Majeſties ſaid Attorney , as this Remon- 
ſtrant humbly conceiveth 3 but fo as all the 
endeavours and laboursof making the diſco- 
very,and finding out the witneſſes, and bring- 
ing them from France and other places, and 
the charges thereof, reſted wholly upon this 
Declarant , and all other neceſlary Fees for 
Counſel! and other attendances was disbur- 
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{ed by this Remonſtrant, . for. no. other per- 
ſon disburlcd one;penny1n-or about the ſaid 
ſervice; in the proſecution of which ſervice, 
and to bring tourteene offenders to be cen- 
ſured in the Star-chamber , beſides three 
which were Pardoned by His Majeſty; it 
coſt the Declarant above 2000. above fix 
yeers ſince disburſed, there having been ex- 
amined in, Court. above one hundred Wit- 
neſles, found and brought up at this Decla- 
rants proper coſt and charges as aforeſaid, 
andabout three yeers time ſpent in the dai- 
ly attendance of-that ſervice. -- |. | - 
Both thee Informations, by the continuall 
attendance. charge and induſtry.of this. De- 
clarant , and the great and due care of his 
; Majeſties then Attbrocy, wete '-{ notwith- 
ſtanding . many -difficalties, in reſpect of 
ſome witneſſes to bee found and brought 
our' of France, )' made _fitiand brovght to 
hearing in the Star-chamber,within theilpace 
of fabout A yerre and a yo ; viz, Hillary 
Terme 
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Terme inthe tweltth yeere-of His now Ma- 
jeſties Reigne; and there were found guilty, 
and cen(ured by the Lords, tuch perlons and 
fuch Fines ſer upon them as tollow, viz. 


25 Jan. 12 Car. In 17F ebruary 12'Car. 
the firſt Cauſe. te the ſecend Cauſe. 


Charles Franke 4000! Peter Herns - 2000! 
Robert Ellis a4ooo' Fo. Terry 2000! 
Iſaac Romeere $000! Timothy Eman 2000! 
Jacob Delew 1000" Iſaas Brames ' 1000! 
Roger Fletcher 1000! Henty Fitter $00! 
Rich. Cockram 1000! Henry Sweeting 500! 
Fobn Parrat 2000' John Perrin 100! 


The val of the ſaid Fines amount to the 
June of 24100. 


«1, Jobs Wollafton Knight, and William 
Gibs Eſquire, both Aldermen of the City of 
Lov being uformed againſt in this In- 


formation, 


(mm). 


formation , by his Majeſties then Attorney 
Generall ;': progured'his Majeſties graciqus 
Pardon, and fo were diſthatged. 

Many others there were that were De- 
linquents, and charged by the ſaid Bill, be- 
fides thoſe who ' were ſentenced , foie 
whereof were taken off by order of the 
Lords, as charged only with elling Silver a- 
bove the price of the Mint', and Peter Fonn- 
84ine who was informed againſt for tran{por- 
ting of Gold , procnred his pardon' upon 
payment of 1100! oo! 

| Aﬀeor all theft proceedings at this Declul 
rants coſt and expenees; the) Delinquents 
being fined at 24 166!, this Dedlttatit bein 
informed that there was way: initde' by 't 
Merchants ro'ſome of 'the” Lords? ts have 
cheſe Fines mitigated] anthem inſtalled m 
a manner to nothing, (divers Merelianes 
pn or whe Lgrdg; thier itowas 
nw prejudits: to! tie! Conga wealth £6 
tranſport 'Gold pid Ser!) herevipori/this 
— C 2 De- 
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eclarant attended the Lord Keeper Cowen- 
try and: MF. Secretary! Cokg., andithey ac- 
quainted His Majeſtic .therewich, and told 
His Majeſty, that it the Fines were mitiga- 
ted, it would but in ctic& give licenſe to 
tranſport Gold and Silyer , anddcfired His 
Majeſty toſignifie His pleaſure tothe Lords, 
that the offenders ſhould be comitted to the 
Fleet if they would not pay their Fines , and 
not goeat liberty as they did :-: Whereupon 
His Majeſty was plealed to ſend > Meſſage 
to the Lords in Star-chamber by, the: Earle of 
Holland,that His Majeſties pleaſtite was, that 
the tranſporters of Gold ſhould pay their 
Fines impoſed on them by the Lords in 
Star-chamber , or clic the Warden of the 
Fleet to take them into cuſtodie ; - and; that 
there ſhould beno mitigation oftheir Fines, 
for that would hut encourage the tranſ{por- 
tations of Gald.and Silver, by which means 
no treaſurewould be left: in the Kingdome-: 
notwithſtanding which exprefſe Command 


from 


- 


—— — - DT. ————_————— 


Dt —_ _— - — 


(13) 


from H's Majeſtic, (though this mitigation 
was forborne for a while ) yet ſhortly after 
the ſaid oftenders managed their bufineſle in 
that manner , that they got themſelves off 
the 241007. for 17207. and 1100. more 
Mr. Fountaine paid; in all 2$20!.; onely 
John Parrat his Fine, who was a chiefe In- 
ſtrument in the diſcovery of thele offen- 
ders, remained on him ſtil] without mitiga- 

tion atall. | 
By which the tranſporting of Gold and 
Silver hath rather beenſleighted and licenſed 
then hindred , ithaving coſt this Declarant 
more inthe proſecution than was payd in by 
the ſaid mitigation ; the cfte&of which mi- 
tigation1n manner aforeſaid, hath been, that 
many of thoſe who tranſported Gold before 
the filing of theſe twoBills , have ſince fol- 
lowed it more than ever, as this-Declarant 
beleeveth, knowing they can get more.ina 
moneth by tran{porting of GaldintoF rance 
and Flanders, than they. ſhall pay according 
C 3 ro 
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to like mitigation to get off, were it pro- 
ved againſtthem. . -\ 

Inthe time of this imployment < by His 
Majeſties Command ) the Declarant did re- 
ceive divers interruptions in the proſecution 
of the tranſporting of Gold and Silver, and 
was impriſoned and detained clofe priſoner 
for many dayes, by one Meſy and Stockdale 
Meſſengers, by warrant ſigned under. MF. 
Secretary Windebanks hand, onely for pro- 
cceding againſt cranſporters of Gold and 
Silver. 

And ſome others,in doing their dutics in 
ſeizing Gold and fs water-horne,.accor- 
ding. to {everall Statutes, have been ſed and 
impriioned totheir great oppreſſions, contras 
ry to the Lawes ot this Kingdome. © 

That'{oon: after thefe'two Bills already 
cenſured in the Star-chamber\, at this Decla» 
rants colt, his Majeſties then Attorney 
John Barkes filed a' third Bill againſt tran+ 
{porters of Gold and Silver, and tor melting 

downe 
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downe the heavy cutfrent (ilves Coynes of 
this Kingdome ; but by reaſon of the great 

charge and dnbuitfareitts to bring the rwo 
former Bills ro {efiterice, the Declarant was 
unable to proceede any further till he could 
receive ſatis/adion from his Majeſty , accor- 
ding to His promiſe to this Declararit , for 

the moneys he had disburled in that ſervice, 
which this Declarant did from titite to time 
fuc for. 

Fitſt expecting; the ſame ont of the (aid 
Fines according to the ſaid Declaration, un- 
till fch time as the ſame was reduced to the 
fmall mitigation, as aforelaid , and that all 
difpoſed to his Majeſttes ſervice : wheteap- 
on this Declarant was inforced to Petition 
his Majeſty for fattsfaGtion according to 
His Promiſe formerly made to this De- 
clarant,as aforeſaid ; which Petition HisMa- 
_ jeſty 10® March 1638. referted tothe now 
Bifhop of Londox then Lord Treaſurer, the 
Lotd Cottingtotr, and S*. John Coke, principall 

Se- 
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Secretary, who calling unto them S', Fobn 
Banks his Majcſties then Attorney General, 
were to conſider thereof, and make report to 
His Majeſty in their opinions what fatisfaQi- 
on they thought fit to be allowed for his 
fervice ; but their Lordſhips, though often 
therein attended by this Declarant, and mo- 
ved therein by S*. John Coke (who had prin- 
cipall charge trom His Majelty touching this 
ſervice ) to take the ſaid Petition into their 
conſiderations 3 yet nothing was therein 
done by their Lordſhips, to his great damage 
and diſcouragement to proccede further in 
this ſervice, that {o much concerned the 
Common-wealth, and all trade ; and there- 
upon the Declarant being diſabled thus , all 
proceedingsuponthe third Bull ceaſed. 

That beſades the fourtcene offenders (cn- 
tenced in Star-chamber 8& pardoned, as afore- 
laid, there are many other Merchants,Gold- 
i{miths and others, that have tranſported 
Gold and Silyer out of the Kingdome , that 
have 
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have fold Gold and Silverai above the price 
of the Mint, that have furniſhed much light 
gold, Engliſhand Forraigne,and great quan- 
tities of Gold and Silver ro Merchants and 
others to tranſport , that have culled and 
melred downe the weighticſt current Silver 
Coines,as ſhillings,fixpencesandhaltcrowns, 
all which oftences are againſt the common 
Lawes of the Kingdome, and ſeverall Pro- 
clamations, as may appeare by what ſhall be 
hereatcer declared : which Laws for the 
diſcovery and proſecution appoint,that ſuch 
as prolecute and bring to diſcovery any of 
the atorceſaid oftences, are to have a moyitic 
of what they can prove to be tranſported, 
as what they ſcize, and to be watcr-borne 
to traniport : Andthe wiſedome and poli- 
cic of State hath, upon free and general! Par- 
dons at Parliaments, exempted it out of the 
iree pardon, thereby the more to terrific 
and reſtraine men from venturing in that 
kind, to tranſport goldeor filver;; -or to:melr 

D | down 
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down the currenhlyer coynes of the: King- 
dome. boy 
That divers Gold-ſmaths of Loxdon arc 

become Exchangers of Bullion 'of gold and 
filver, and buy it of Merchants and others, 

retending to carry 1t to the Mint ; but in- 
deed they are rhe greateſt inſtruments for 
tranſporting that are; and, ina manner, they 
are only thoſe who furnith cran{porters with 
F ngliſh and forreigne gold, Spaniſh money, 
Rix-dollers, Piſtollets, Cardacucs; culhng 
and melting down the current {i|ver coynes 
of this Realme for plate and ſilver thread : 
and no doubt, when a true repreſentation of 
the abuſes of ſuch Gold-{tniths, Finers, and 
Wyre-drawers, as hath been formerly,and is 
daily practiſed 'by many of them, ſhall be 
made appeare; this Declarant doubterh not 
but this high Court will think fit to take the 
{fame into con{ideration, and provide ſome 
meanes to reſtraine them from doing the 
Common-wealth that damage as formerly 
hath been done. That 
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That ſome of the Gold-ſmiths make it 
their uſe and prattice to buy light Engliſh 
gold of ſhop-keepers and others, which by 
the Laws of this Kingdome, wanting beyond 
remedy, ought to be bought as Bullion, and 
upon the ſale, ought to be defaced, and new- 
coyned 1n the Mint : But they eake another 
way ; for they {e]] all this gold to tranſport, 
though 1t want 4. 5. or 6 graines above the 
allowance, and that a 20', peece will not 
make 19'. to be coynedin the Mint; yet the 
Gold-{miths will not abate above 2*. or 3* 
and ſometimes but 15. in the peece, let the 
gold want what it will ; by which meanes 
they out-give the Mint : And the gold which 
the Gold-{miths buy of the Subjects, think- 
ing it 15 to carry to the Mint to be new- 
coyned to paſle in current payment, they 
put it into a dead Seca, never to be mod ulc 
of in our Common- wakb : For weekly 
French and Engliſh have bought up this gold, 
Ict it be as light as it will, at 19}, 9g". 19/10". 


= an 


—— 


— — 


(20) 


——— ——— - 


and 19f, 115. and o after that rate for all 
other gold, to the value of many hundred 
thouſand pounds: : for by the Gold-ſiniths 
rule, the Mint is alwayes laſt ſerved, as being 
the worſt Chapman, and giving leaſt forir ; 
for after all hands are full, both for tranſpor- 
ters, Plate-workers, Finers, and Wyre-draw- 
ers;then that, which they cannot vent other- 
wile, commeth into the Mint ; which the 
Officers of the Mint know very well : and 
it gold and filver never came into the Gold- 
{miths hands,(which Merchants ſell ro them, 
bcleeving they carry it all to be coyned ) far 
more gold and filver would come into the 
Mint, than now doth. 

For, many thouſand of dollers and Spa- 
niſh money they furniſh yearely Merchants 
with, that trade tor Nerway and Denmarke 
and other parts, to tranſport ſilver for thoſe 
parts, to the great weakning of the ſtock of 
this Kingdome, and hindrance of the fale of 
our wollen commodities, which(before that 
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pernitious way was found out) thole Coun- 
tries vented much of: Betides the hindrance 
of the {ale of our commodities, che Kiny 13 
hindred of his Cuſtome ; tor the Merchants 
drive a trade inward and outward, and fo pay 
the King no cuſtome : For inſtance ; Haner- 
brough-Merchants bring great quantities of 
Rix-dollcrs from Hambrough and other parts 
of Germany, and pay no Cuſtome, becaule 
the State hath ever made gold and (ilver tree 
to he imported without Cultome, which the 
Merchants uſually el] ro the Gold-tmirhs, 
and the Gold- {miths for the moſt part fel] 
to the Merchants that trade in Norway and 
Denmarke : which dollers are clolcly packed 
m ſome part of the ſhip, and ſono Cuſtome 
paid, either tor bringing 1a the ſilver, or ſend- 
Ing it out ; and no commodities, in a man- 
ner, other than f1]ver, are tranſported into 
thoſe parts by the aid Merchants, conft- 

dering the quantity of their returne ; ; For 
what they want in goods exported from 
D 3 hence, 


9 EEE gr, ee — 2 —— 


_— — — — —— 


— —— 


hence,they muſt make up in money: If great 
returncs of commoditics from Norway and 
Denmarke , and tew commodities exported 
trom hence , the Ballance muſt be made up 
with ſilver; for no Nation will g1VE US COM - 
modities ; but there muſt be a ballance for 
goods imported, by goods exported, or by 
rrealure. 

That trom the yeare 1621. many Gold- 
{miths and Caſhcers ot London culled the 
weighty ſhillings and fix-pences, to make in- 
to plare, filver- -WYTe, and to other manufa- 
Ctures : for molt ef that time, we having 
warrcs with Spaine, little or no ſilver came 
from thence ; to likewiſe hath little or no 
{ilver from France in that time: and no {ilver 
could be brought out of Holland, by reafon it 
went {e high'by Plachart; tor Starling-ſilver 
paticdin Holland tor 4* perounce higher than 
It made 1 11 our Mint ltcrling being 1n Holland 
ate" 4* . per ounce; ſo that no ſilver could be 
imported from Holland to ſupply our mint : 
which 
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which the Gold-ſmiths and others percei- 
ving, preſcntly fell a culling the filver mo- 
neycs current ; and the money being coy- 
ned in the mint at 5+. 2%. the Gold{miths; 
Finers, and Wyrc-drawers did railc it up to 
5. 34. per ounce, and melted down all the 
weighty ſhillingsand ſixpences and leitnone 
to paſſe betwixt man and man, but light mo- 
neics and clipped ; and did exceed the rate 
of the mint, by giving for Starling 5+. 34. per 
ounce, and 55. ;*... per ounce, and fometimes 
more : by which mcanes there was no filver 
brought into the mint for ten yeats; to ſpeak 
of, ( but the ſilver which came from I/ales ) 
to the great damage of the Subject, and be- 
nefit of themſelves : this willappeare by the 
mint-books. . And if ſome ſtricter Lawes be 
not made than are. yet 1n force, if filver 
ſhould not come from Spaine, the Gold- 
ſmiths and Caſheers would preſently fall to 
their old way of culling ofthe current ſilver- 
moneys againe. All theſe ſeverall oftences 
arc 
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are humbly preſented ro this high Court to 
take 1ato their juſt conſiderations, that the 
laid oftenders may be found out , and ſome 
ſtrict Law made to deterre others from pra- 
ctiting the like for the tuture. 

And this Remonſtrant humbly ſheweth, 
that 1n the proſecution of this ſervice, which 
{o much concerneth the Common wellth he 
hath expended 2000!. as betorc he hath de- 
clared. 

His humble prayer is, that if this honour- 
able Houle ſhail command him ts proceede 
in this (ervice tor the Common- wealth, that 
out of the Fines of the Delinquents , which 
ſhall be proved to be offenders, he may be 
reimburicd the {aid (everall fummes he hath 
tormcrly laid out, and damage for his for- 
bearance for his lervice formerly done about 
the —— rand {ach other ſfummes as he 
ſhall expend in'the prolecutie of this {er vice 
to bring up witnetles and other neceſſary ex- 
Penccs, out of the Fines of- fuch as he ſhall 
bring 
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bring and prove to bee Delinquents. 

In projects, as the Wine,Salt, Soape, T 0- 
bacco, and many of the like nature , where 
private men cozen the Common- wealti;yet 
all theſe oftences this Declarant humbly con- 
ceiveth, put together,are not of fo prejudici- 
all conſequence to the Common-wealth as 
the tranſporting of Gold and Silver,the cul- 
ling and melting downe the current Silver 
money of this Kingdome,the ſelling of Silver 
and Gold above the price of the Mint : for 
in Projects one man cozencth another , but 
1 the ſtock remaineth un the Kingdome ; but 

| fora man toact any ofthele forcſaid offences, 
tendeth to the deſtruction of trade, robbing 
the Kingdome ot the treaſure : And to ktep 
the Mint from coyning, is as to Ict the water 
our of the Cyſterne, and yet ro lct nonein, 
and then the fame will quickly be drawne 
dry. 
It is to be feared, that the induſtry of ma- 
ny ages cannot repleniſh the Kingdome with 
E {o 
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ſo much Gold as hath been tranſported out 
of it fincc the far{t yeere of His Majeſtics 
Reigne ; for it 1s an Infallible rule, that 
where Gold and ſilver is over-valued,thither 
will it be tranſported by merchants and 0- 
thers, for it continually reſorts where it is 
moſt made of ; and it you leeke to raile it 
here, the remedy 1s worle than the diſeaſe, 
tor then you take from the Gentry, and all 
{ctled Revenuers, as much of their meanes as 
you raiſe the current money; for it Gold 
ſhould be raiſed in England, tor example,the 
20+. to 26, as1t 18 in France; either higher or 
lower ; you ſhould buy no more at your 
mark<t for 26*. than you could bctore for 
your 20. and contrariwiſe ,It your 20*,Wcre 
but 14. you ſhould buy as much for your 
ſackbenc ſhillings, as when it paſſed at 20. 

lo that whentoever money 1s raiſed, thelofle 
falleth moſt upon the Nobility and Gentry 
and certain Revenuers,wholoſe lo much out 
of their inheritance, which they have Jet out 
in leale, as mony railed. The 
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The Declarant humbly conceiveth , the 
eafieſt way to fill the Kingdome with Gold, 
which it wanteth, 1s, according tothe pat- 
rerne of the Statutes of 14 Ed. 3. cap. 21.in 
caſe of tranſporting of woolls, To enjzoyne 
the Merchants- Adventurers, Turkey-mer- 
chants, and exporters of Corne, Fiſh, or any 
manner of amunition, or the like; and Mer- 
chanrs that deale in other commodities of 
the Kingdome with other Countries, to 
bring into this Realme a proportion of gold 
upon the>returne of the Merchandize : by 
which meanecs the Common- wealth in time 
may recover this great miſchief under which 
it ſuffers; andit not ipeedily ſtopped, there 
will not be lctr Coyne to maintaine Trade. 

All merchants that trade for Spain,know, 
that when the Weſt-India fleete commeth 
not into Spaine , the trade for that yeere 15 
loſt ; and no money, no trade. If this be an 
infallible rule for Spaine , which ſufters 1o 
much for the forbearance of bringing in of 
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treaſure for one yeare, and1s ſupphed the 
next out of the Indies, and ill their Fleet 
come home, no dealing with Merchants; 
This Declarant doth humbly preſent, how 
much more it doth concerne this Kingdome, 
which hath no Weſt-Indies to ſupply the 
Trealure tranſported, to provide and care- 
fully keepe in the Kingdomes {ſtock , which 
once tranſported , cannot be drawne back, 

but upon unreaſonable tearmes; which will 
1mpovertſh all the Gentry to an 1neſt;mable 
value; and as longas it remainerh out of the 
Kingdome , all rrading and commerce de- 
cayeth, the (ubjects are unable to pay Subſt- 
dies and other duties, and it 1s one of the 
greateſt milchictes that can betall the Com- 
mon-wealth. 

Andat this preſent in France, the native 
Merchants there match us with {uch a point 
of policy,that 1t would be hard for our mer- 
chants to be maſter of 3. forſince the raifing 
of our 20* peece to >6therethis Declarant 
hum- 
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humbly defireth it may be taken into conſi- 
deration,how they have advanced the price 
of their commodities according to their ad- 
vanced moneys,to the full ſumme oi 6*in the 
d more then they were beforc : and as 

tor Wines of the growth of France, they are 
fo deare, that'they coſt the Merchants there 
above 3o in the hundred, more then they 
did betore Gold was rai{ed;and yet our cloth 
and other commodities are litthe- rarted 
there :' by which means moltof the Wines, 
and Linnen, both cut-work-and black boxe- 
lace, and ether ſuch like commodirics in 
France are imported into this Kingdome,on- 
ly in rcturne of Gold tranſported for France: 
The like thoſe of Flanders have filled Emg- 
land with Thred, cut-works and Flaiders- 
laces , both Silke and Fhred, and many 6- 
ther unneceſfary commediries, which for the 
moſt part are ſtollen in. without paying of 
cuſtome , and draines the Kingdome of its 
money both in City and County, moſt of 
£3 the 
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the ſaid commodities being bought in Fraxce 
and Flanders,with the Gold tran{ported out 
of this Kingdome , to the value of many 
hundred thouſand pounds; moſt of the com- 
modities which have been returned from 
France and Flanders for our Gold, being 
utterly uſclesin a thriving Common-wealth. 
And to give atop to thele milchiets, will re- 
quire great & found deliberation, for coyne 
is the treaſure of the Kingdome and pub- 
lique weaſure of all commerce, and the vitall 
ſpirits of all trade in the Kingdome., * and 
therefore ought tenderly to be preſerved. 

It is recorded, that one, of the greateſt 
workes Queene Elizabeth did for this King- 
dome, was the reducing of the moneys, when 
they were embaled, to Sterling : and doubt- 
leſſe it 18 as great a benefit toſettle a Law for 
the bringing in of gold for exportation of 
ſome commodities, to replenith that lofſe 
which the Common-wealth hath received by 
exportation thereof, 
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All men know that no great defigne can 
be done without money,in Common-wealth 
or Kingdome: which made the French King 
lately,when the warres were between'Spaine 
and them, to ſet ſuch a rate upon Gold, that 
they drained all Chriſtendome of gold ; and 
it 1s beleeved, they doe eſteeme (having molt 
of the gold of Chriſtendome in their King- 
dome ) the poſſeſſion of it to be as good a 
ſtrength as any amuimnition they can have z 
for it makes them capable of any great adti- 
on. All Merchants, and others, that have 
been at Paris, know, what great fummes are 
taken up there,and in other places of France, 
by the King, of Bankers and others, tor his 
watres ; which 1s ratted with that expedition 
and cale as 1s incredible, but to thole that 
knowit; and moſt of the payments paid in 
gold, which is a great benefit faving convoy, 
one waggon of Gold being as much in value 
as fifteen in Silver, which, as that Kingdomes 
buſineſle ſtands, faves much in the portage; 
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and if they had not drawn in our gold, they 
conld not have done thole great bulinefies 
as tacy have done; and they found it to be 
truc, that it was one great poinc of putting 
the Kingdome into a poſture of detence, by 
filling it tull of treaſure : the conſideration 
vt it, this Remonſtrant humbly leaves to 
this Houle. 

Now that generall Lawes and Statutes 
from time to time have provided againſt 
tran{porting of gold, or melting down the 
current coyne, and buying ſilver and gold at 
- above the price of the Mint, appearcth by 
Starures 9 Ed. 3. both forbidding the tranl- 
porting of the gold of the Kingdome, and 
the melring down the current ſilver coynes, 
by Gold-imiths or others, into plate. 

Stat. 14. Rich. 2. cap. 12. Commiſſions 
made through the Realme, for to enquire of 

luch as had conveyed the money of England 
our of the Kingdome, to the prejudice and 


daniage of the King and Realme. 
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Stat. 17. 'Ric.2. cap. 1. There ſhall beno 
melting of the current money tro make any 
thing, by Gold-{miths or others, upon paine 
of forteiture. 

2 Hen. 4. cap. 4. No perſon to tran(port 

Id or filver, cither in coyne or bulhon, 
upen paine of forfeiting as much as they 
might. 

4 Hen. 4. cap. 10. No Gold-ſ{mith or 0- 
ther perſon to melt downe the current filver 
coynes of the Kingdome, upon paine of for- 
feiting foure times the value. 

9 Hen. 5. cap. 1. All Statutes heretofore 
made touching the goodand lawfull govern- 
ment of Goldand $ilver,and not.repealed,to 
be in force. | 

2 Hen. 6. cap. 6. Upon a grievous com- 
| plaintmadein Parliament, thatgreatſummes * 

of Gold and Silver were tranſported into 
Flanders and Burdeaux out of this Kingdome, 
it, was ordered and enacted, that no Gold'or 
Silver ſhould bee tranſported out of the 
Realm. F And 


A 


(34) 


And becaule 1t is ſuppoſed, that the money 
of Gold 1s traniported by Merchants-aliens, 
It is ordained, that the Merchants-aliens ſhall 
finde jccuritie with {urcties in the Chancery, 
that they ſhall not tranſport gold or moneys 
out of the Kingdome, upon paine of. forfeit- 
ing the ſum or the value; and if any doc 
contrary, and that duly proved, and he fo 
doing be gone over Sca , then his pledges 
ſhall pay the King his ſaid rofricumcy where- 
of he that thelame cſpied, and thereof gave 
notice to the Treaſurer .or the Kings Coun- 
cell, ſhall have the fourth part. 

2 Hen.6. cap.12. Tothe intent that more 
mony be brought into the Mint, Itis ordain- 
ed, that neither the Maſter of the Mint, nor 
Changer for the time being, neither ſel] nor 
cauſe to: be ſold, nor alien to no other ule, 
but apply the fame wholly to coyne , accor- 
ding to the tenure of the Indenture made 
betwixt the King , and Maſter of the 
Mint. 
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4 Hen7.cap.13. Item, Where in a Parlia- 
ment begun and holden at Weſtminſter the 
16'of January,the'r7 of Ed. 4. Norperſon to 
carry Cold or Silver either in Bullion' or 
coyn, nor Jewels of gold, but {uch perſons 
as be diſpenicd with by the Statute of Hen, 4. 
upon paine of felonie, to be heard and deter- 
mined as other felonie 1s; the which Statiite 
to endure from the feaſt of Eaſter rhe 18 of 
E4. 4. unto the end of ſeven yeares next eu- 
ſuing : Since the which 7 'yeares expired, | 

the Gold and Silver coyne of this Realme 
hath and daily is conveyed into Flanders, 
Normandy, Britawy, Ireland, and other parts 
beyond the Seas, as well by Merchants-{tran- 
ocrs as by Deni!ons, to the great 'unpoveriſh- 
ing of the Realme, and greater'is hke to be, 
without remedy thereot. haſtily provided. 
The King our Sovcraigne Lord;the premiſes 
confidered, by the advice of his Lords: Spi- 
Tituall and 'Temporall, and'-the prayers of 
the Corttnons'm the ſaid !Parkhanicdit aflem- 
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bled, and by the authority of rhe ſame, have 
ordained andenadtted andeſtabliſhed , That 
the ſaid Statute made in the 16 yeare of 
Ed. 4. be and ſtand a Statute good and effe- 
Quall, with all the premiſes in the ſame ob- 
ſerved and kept and put in due execution, 
from the feaſt of the Purification of our 
Lady, which ſhall be in the yeare of our 
Lord 145g. to endure to the end of 20 years 
next enſuing. | 

1 Hen.8.cap.13. An Act made,that who- 
ſocver ſhall carry any gold or ſilver or jewels 
out of the Realme, ſhall forfeit double the 
value, the one halfe to him that ſhall ſeize it, 
or therefore fue by ation of debt at the 
Common Law. This AG to endure to the 


next Parliament. 
5and 6 Ed 6. cap. 19. An aG& tonching 


the exchange __ and filver, that whoſo- 

' ever givesmore for gold and filver then it is 

or ſhall be declared by the Kings Proclama- 
tion , ſhall ſafter impriſonment by the ſpace 
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of one yeer, and make fine at the Kings plea- 
fare, the one moity to His Majeſty, the 0- 
ther moity to be to the party that ſcizeth 
the ſame, or will ſue for it by Bill, Plaint, or 
Information or otherwiſe. 

1. A Proclamation againſt giving for 
light Gold more then is current, 21* July, 
17* Jac. 

7 A Proclamation againſt melting En- 
oliſh money, 18* Maiz. g* Jac. 

3- A Proclamation againſt buying and 
ſelling Gold and Silver, at higher prices then 
the Mint, 14* Maiz. 10* Fac'. 

4. A Proclamation againſt tranſporting 
of Gold, 23* Maii. 10% Fac'. 

. A Proclamation againſt profit for 
Gold and Silver, and melting Engliſh money 
for Plate; Waſte in Gold and Silver, 4* Feb'. 
19 Jac'. 

6. A Proclamation againſt tranſporting 
Gold and $i]ver, and melting down the cur- 
rent coynes of the kingdom, 25* Maii.3* Carl. 
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From all which Statutes and proviſions it 
may be gathered, that the current money and 
Bullion of the kingdome,13 the Subjects,only 
to ule between man and man, but not to a- 
bule: tor no man by the Law can buy or ſell 
them by way of Mcrchandize at higher rates 
than they are Proclamed;it he do,he is finable 
by the Law : he that waſhe c,clippeth or Ict- 
{encth the current coins,commitstrcaſon:He 
that exports the trealure of the kingdom,ei- 
ther mBull.on or current Coyn,being taken, 
loſeth them : he that melts downe the cur- 
rent Gold or Silver of the kingdom tor plate 
or other manufactures, commits a forfeiture; 
and tranſporting of Trealure hath tormerly 
becn made felony, as by the {everall Statutes 
and Lawes to this purpoſe appearcth. 

By theſe and divers other Lawes and Sta- 
tutes , His Majeſtics predeceſſors] ave en- 
devoured the retention and preſervation of 
the Coine and Trealures within this King- 
dome,bur could incherto never cftect it. 

And 


A of late, the eafie eſcape of Delin- ' 
quents for thele offences, which have been 
taken, hath given the boldneſle to offenders 
ro-goe on: and Time, the trueſt Schoole- 
maſter,hath taught all ages to know, that lit- 
tle penaltics could yet never interpoſe be- 
twixt the Merchant and his profic. 


